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Wellman, Paul. The Walls Jericho. 
Jan. 29, 1947. 423p. $3.00. 


Western Kansas, High Plains and Short Grass country, 
the scene this story personal and political struggle 
two men and the women who were the backstage 
molders and partakers their destiny. When wheat 
was plentiful prosperity dulled mens’ minds but when 
drought cold storm destroyed the harvest hunger- 
minds turned seeking after causes and 
rmedies. Earlier, Populism had been powerful move- 
ment Kansas; now Paul Wellman describes that region 
its men the proving ground one the first 
between the vested interests capitalism and 
the human rights free men. This novel personifies 
that contest with Dave Constable and Tucker Wedge 
the protagonists and Julia Norman together with Algeria 
Wedge the feminine factors the struggle. 


Lippincott. 


Dave Constable had come Jericho fledgeling, ideal- 
stic lawyer imbued with the strange doctrine that human 
were dominant over property rights. idealistic 
but practical politician who knew and liked 
humorously persuasive and clearly convincing 
incisive and honest thinker, honest and 
man. His first and best friend Jericho 
Tucker Wedge, enterprisingly easy-going owner and 
the weekly Clarion. For years Dave and his 
career, Tucker and his newspaper flourished 
but securely. county attorney and homey edi- 
writer both gained mild reputations and enjoyed 
the esteem the community. Dave refused join the 
Republican organization (nor would become 
and thus earned the enmity Porter Grimes, 


powerful financier and astute politician. the aid 
Wade Pettis, energetic farmer, Dave developed the 
Farmers’ Cooperative Association, progressive political 
movement whose members accepted him their leader. 
Through the years Dave had made but one major 
allowing himself entrapped into loveless marriage 
with the vacuous but pettily spiteful Belle Denham. 
Nevertheless was favored candidate for Congress and 
man slated defend nationally the principles eco- 
nomic freedom, known Socialism the stand-patters 
that age, for the protection the ordinary man against 
corporate monopoly and economic slavery. 


The scene changed when Tucker returned from routine 
convention with the charming but coldly calculating and 
power-hungry Algeria Westcott Wedge his wife. She 
became the wedge the Constable-Wedge friendship and 
imperceptibly split apart. Tucker’s mind she im- 
planted the seed desire for national office and watered 
until brought into bloom. Impressed her 
political realism well fearful Dave’s power and 
its consequences, Porter Grimes became Algeria’s willing 
collaborator. Prohibition and bank robbery became the 
material for vindictive editorial campaign directed 
Dave but that only strengthened his position. Then Julia 
Norman, attractive lawyer daughter bibulous fellow- 
lawyer whom Dave had befriended, returned Jericho 
and Dave fell love with her. They withstood tempta- 
tion for some short time but illicit relations inevitably 
resulted. Knowing that scandal would ruin his career, 
fearful injuring the farmers’ cause, wishing free 
devote himself Julia, Dave abandoned his Congres- 
sional aspirations and left his followers leaderless, accom- 
plishing his own actions what Tucker and Algeria had 


| 
| 
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failed do. Tucker Wedge became Congressman; 
geria had won; Dave found himself alone since Julia had 
left escape further entanglement. 


Dave regained something his shattered popularity 
heroic leadership rescue efforts during terrible bliz- 
zard; his courageous and lucid arguing legal case con- 
cerning the rights farmers opposed the interests 
business restored his former dominant position and even 
gave him national stature. became the logical choice 
contest the vacant Kansas Senatorial seat with Tucker 
Wedge the proponent economic and political reform. 
the eve the beginning that contest Dave became 
entangled defense counsel, with Julia associated, 
murder case which his opponents hoped use dis- 
crediting him politically. the height the case Belle 
filed divorce proceedings, inspired Algeria, with adul- 
tery the principal cause. fit jealous rage Belle 
shoots Dave and then hysterically babbles forth the whole 
story Algeria’s machinations. When Julia, braving con- 
demnation charging the jury Dave’s absence, wins 
acquittal for the beautiful young Margie Ransome, the 
tide public sympathy swings toward Dave, the walls 
Jericho fall and artificial happy ending comes pass. 


Mr. Wellman has written fairly interesting story 
which has woven wealth incident and detail into 
myriad sub-plots which are interlaced give the 
above mentioned artificial ending. His background ma- 
terial interesting and although his choice incident 
usually sure yet his plots are almost Algeresque nature 
and the main background theme unduly obscured 
mass detail and personal conflict. His characters never 
quite escape the stigma puppetry and the whole story 
bit too mechanical come fully alive. Occasional 
ruthlessness together with partial condonation adultery 
and divorce render the book unfit for adolescents but 
does not seem particularly unsuitable for adults. 


Selected Letters William 


Johnson, Walter, ed. 
January 27, 1947. 


Allen White, 1899-1943. Holt. 
460p. $3.75. 

the Autobiography William Allen White, probably 
the best book its type 1946, there has now been added 
fat volume his letters. Apparently there was nothing 
that White liked more than write letters. The ones 
included range from 1899, when White began keep 
carbon copies, until November 1943, when White, one 
his last letters told the illness which ended with his 
death January 29, 1944. would hard imagine 
more readable volume letters, but for sheer interest 
they not have the power his Autobiography. The 
selection has been made very carefully, and the author, 
Walter Johnson, has skillfully connected the letters. Little 
comment made them; White the spokesman. 


And what, one may ask, does write about? About 
almost anything, one may answer, although true that 
his interests ran more politics than mathematics, 
Grecian art, metaphysics. His likes and dislikes are 
never doubt. Almost always crusader for some in- 
dividual for some cause, his enthusiasm times seemed 
verge closely unbalanced judgment. Writing 
Theodore Roosevelt August 1901, for example, could 
say: “When the war with Spain broke out, wanted 
but wife was sick. Then when your regi- 


Wellman Johnson Edmonds 


ment had such remarkable success and when you came 
home and were made governor and acquitted yourself 
admirably, formed great desire help you become 


directed all political efforts the last two years. 


You don’t know how eager for opportunities help 
believe honestly and earnestly, that could 
some way that had been serious factor making 
good and honest man president these United 
would have all the pride soldier has and you know 
Although times his 
enthusiasm for Theodore Roosevelt cooled bit, re. 
mained basically loyal Roosevelt. Perhaps more 
understand are White’s printed words praise the 


you. 


how much that is” (pp. 41-42). 


Emporia Gazette for such men McKinley and Harding, 
whereas his Autobiography makes clear that did not 
have high regard for either them. 


The 1916 campaign found White experiencing apathy; 
was disappointed because Roosevelt did not accept the 
Progessive nomination. White irritated many Republicans 
the charitable remarks that made about Wilson and 
about the League Nations. that time White was 
national figure journalism, and had sufficient income 
feel secure. Offers high salaries from metropolitan 
dailies held inducement for him. His articles and 
books sold well; his income from such sources was much 
greater than that from the Although life long 
Republican, White was not enthusiastic about Hoover; for 
Franklin Roosevelt there were words praise save 
election time, when White invariably returned the 
Republican fold. 


Fundamentally White’s were sound, almost 
everyone was willing admit, even while arguing with 
him. Writing March 1942 Paul Hutchinson the 
Christian Century observed: “So, dear Paul, 
feel uneasy you don’t know where the world going 
Nobody does. God knows—He who planted deeply the 
hearts men the pattern his ultimate destiny which 
has been unfolding since man’s first conscious hour when 
knew good from evil—I repeat, God knows. And 
you want any comfort, Job rather than Roosevelt 
Churchill” (p. the future, had this 
say his friend Alf Landon: “When look into 
the future, [this was written July 15, 1942] even two 
three years, shocked, indeed horrified the 
tacle which rises before matter who wins the war. 
The duties decent victor will burdens and not 
tokens triumph” (p. 441). 


Those who like sanity and courage, and there must still 
some who do, will find this book encouraging start 
for 1947. 

Paul Kiniery, 

Loyola University, Chicago 


Edmonds, Walter the Hands the Senecas. 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. Jan. 21, 1947. 213p. $2.50 


This latest Edmonds product may called historical 
novel but there little the novel technique it. 
rather series episodes, very tenuously linked 
and each almost separate story itself. The elements 
from which the book composed were published originally 


separate episodes the Saturday Evening Post. 
June 1778 band Senecas raided the isolated settle 
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ment Dygartsbush midway between Albany and the 
Finger Lakes, slightly south Fort Herkimer. Most 
the settlers were killed but seven were taken west 
captives the Indian villages southeast Niagara. The 
sories their separate fates are the material the book. 


Young Caty Breen who had been despised and timid 
domestic servant acquired courage and transmitted that 
courage the faltering Henry Shoe until both were ran- 
shortly after the British Niagara. Honus 
Kelly escaped and returned nearby Fort Plains. Old 
Mrs. Staats, the outspoken social arbiter the settlement 
was killed for aiding Kelly’s escape. Delia Borst, 
recent bride whose husband, John, escaped because 
was absent the time the raid, was taken the village 
Onondarha where she was married unwittingly 
Gasotena, Indian chief. Submitting the marriage 
because she could see other course, she bore the chief’s 
who later died. Shame prevented her from returning 
the first opportunity but her love for John proved 
and after some years she returned. first John 
received her coldly but his love also was sufficiently strong 
them happiness. Martha Dygart became the 
save brutal whom she killed before escaping 
when Sullivan’s army defeated Butler and ravaged the 
Indian country. Ellen Mitchel and Pete Kelly 
were captured the kindly Skanasunk and were adopted 
him and his wife Newataquaah the small village 
Tecarnohs. They were treated kindly natural chil- 
dren and began, inarticulate fashion, fall love 
with each other. They took naturally Indian life but 
when the savages began regard them with suspicion 
the cause late winter epidemic which swept through 
the village they escaped and, guided the friendly 
Skanasunk, returned their own people. 


the Hands the Senecas refreshing bit historical 
done simply but with natural authen- 
which the mark the author when dealing with 
the early history New York State. His characters are 
the simple people the region and his story the tale 
which was all too frequent. Even the Indians 
appear human beings and are fairly portrayed. Back- 
material Indian and settler life well handled 
but never obtrusive. The book seems suitable for general 
reading. 


DeVoto, Bernard. Mountain Time. Little, Brown. 


Jan. 22, 1947. 357p. $2.75. 


The harmony that should exist between thought knowl- 
and action the underlying theme Mountain 
Time. the case Dr. Kinsman, chief resident 
Mercy Hospital, New York City, his sense 
integrity, action attuned the complete knowledge 
medical science, was disturbed the practices his 
chief, Dr. Alexander McAllister whose diagnoses 
made largely touch and instinct, ignoring laboratory 
techniques. Mac the young internes the hospital 
were wont say that operated with “thinking 
apt expression indicating his unwillingness make 
more scientific diagnosis and his habit operating beyond 
the point indicated symptoms. When Mac removed 
ovaries from one his rich, young patients the 
cancer, although had the opportunity 
for pathological diagnosis, and was later proven wrong, 
resigned after his protest was disregarded the board. 
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left New York, returning his home town Custis 
the Rocky Mountain area, attempt new solution 
his future, for had lost faith medicine. 


the same time Josephine Willard, another native 
Custis and friend Kinsman, had been living 
New York with her husband Sam, writer adolescent 
mentality and emotions who was struggling through his 
first furnished the economic support the 
family her singing while Sam preferred expressing his 
emotions the arms another woman setting them 
down paper. When Sam came home one night advo- 
cating free love, left with their daughter for Custis and 
divorce. 


The gradual resolution these inner conflicts the souls 
and forms the second and more tedious half 
the book. Cy’s case begins using his skilled hands 
automobile mechanic, working inanimate objects 
rather than human beings. Part his return normalcy 
occurs when performs abortion young girl 
(Catholic and married) who had had liaison with one 
Cy’s closest friends while her husband was jail. 
the other hand, Jo’s chief obstacle was subconscious 
jealousy her six-year-old daughter Deborah whom 
was wont shower with attention. With the clearing 
this phobia and became lovers, then husband and 
wife after they “had achieved honeymoon”. takes 
the teaching physiology preference practice 
medicine surgery. 


Written sophisticated style with standards conduct 
the same level, not novel that could recom- 
mend any but adults. Its slurring remarks Catholic 
practice (“I’d trade rosary for seat the Follies,” 
15), and its approval abortion, divorce, and pre- 
nuptial “honeymoon” preclude general approval nor its 
theme sufficiently well handled praise from stylistic 
standpoint. will undoubtedly have its appeal the 
readers The Fountainhead which considered (Best 
Sellers 3:25) suitable only for mature adults, the same 
rating would give Mountain Time. 


Hurst, Fannie. The Hands Veronica. 
Jan. 22, 1947. 278p. $2.75. 


The reader looks instictively for True Story Magazine 
imprint after finishing this cheap little reflection The 
Razor’s Edge. Identification with the old House Harper 
comes surprise knowledge, matter how good for 
business one may consider the topic faith healing and 
the laying hands. 


Harper. 


this her latest novel, Fannie Hurst (who may remem- 
bered for early distasteful story girl’s vocation, 
Appassionata) details the account beautiful, nun-like 
girl who dresses mauves and grays with halo hats that 
suggest untouched innocence and cool remoteness, girl 
who reasons that there can God cruel and foolish 
enough responsible for this world, and who upon 
offering herself married man refused because 
cannot put his “footprints the snow”. But first and 
foremost the new book story the daughter 
Swedish masseuse who adolescence shows the capacity 
for soothing massage and her early twenties can 
touch alone heal cysts, warts, eczema, arthritis, hiccoughs, 
tic, misplaced vertebrae, muscular atrophy and many other 
crippling diseases. This power healing not consciously 
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willed sought; its practice reluctantly pursued for the 
good humanity; and finally comes between the girl 
and her lover, sending him back the wife she has cured 
her ailments. 


From sordid background which included father de- 
luded his cheating second wife, and stepbrother who 
thought the world owed him living, Veronica Bliss tries 
her hand briefly several jobs. Principal among them 
the daytime responsibility for the tobacco counter 
fashionable, conservative restaurant where her job high- 
lighted three extra-curricular accomplishments: she 
pleases the aging, arthritic owner not only her manner 
and appearance but the daily massage that eases his 
aching joints; she attracts the attention Graham Carl- 
son, successful publisher who has fallen out love with 
his wife; and she unable prevent the proprietor’s 
30-year old submissive son from falling love with her. 
And she loses the job. Just before that happens, how- 
ever, she learns from her stepbrother that the middle-aged 
man whose diamond she wears the same individual 
for whose peace mind her stepmother married her 
father—it had reassured the philanderer know that his 
mistress did not expect marriage from him. The broken 
engagement and the lost job leave Veronica free follow 
her own inclinations for Graham Carlson. the latter 
intends divorce his wife and marry Veronica. 


probably would have done so, had Veronica not held 
the four-year old crippled child who has never walked and 
whose tortured muscles doctors cannot ease. Gently mas- 
saging the wasted limbs, she holds him until sees his 
mother depart briefly. Screaming with fright, set 
down the ground and unsteadily runs after the ma- 
ternal figure. And lo, his emotional mother and her 
hysterical neighbors miracle has happened, one which 
repeated many times with many invalids— 
miracles which scientists and physicians hold suspicion 
but are baffled and confess true cures. 
Veronica the atheist least all her gift for healing 
understood. Only gradually does she come accept the 
statement one the young scientists, reason 
and law and pattern all this, only haven’t yet 
learned the design”. this note the story ends, 
with Veronica converted acceptance God, her 
shifty stepbrother reformed, and Carlson restored his 
wife. 


Cleverest feature the book the balance between 
declaration belief faith healing and its cold scientific 
explanation along natural lines. Allusions Lourdes, 
Ste. Anne Beaupre, Joan Arc and the Biblical 
miracles are matched against proven cases quackery, 
hysteria, Coue suggestion, General Electric’s scientific 
miracles and other instances simple natural causation. 
Most explicit the statements Veronica’s her lover, 
“What seems mysterious now just something that 
haven’t caught with. Look how long electricity was 
considered miracle, when most the explanation was 
there all the time.” 


Least clever feature the book the use obvious and 
trite phrases, faltering and incomplete sentences, vague 
statements which are supposed suggest concrete situa- 
tion the reader’s imagination but which remain inco- 
herent, and not the least the trick using Catholic in- 
dividual property arouse association. Thus the 
identification Veronica’s appearance with that 
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nun. Thus, too, single episode which her blue 
ing gown and flowing hair suggest the Blessed Mother 
the emotional crowd waiting her appearance, the explana. 
tion for which “mother transference”. “When peopk 
see kind thing, they imagine working 
their Mother God. That’s why they get 


over me... happens intervals all over the world,” 


book bad taste and inferior presentation which 
might conceivably taken seriously the naive reader, 
particularly that reader had read and liked The Miracle 


the Bells. 
Helen Butler, 
Marywod College, 


Scranton, 


Cain, James The Butterfly. 
1947. 165p. $2.00. 


the field the thriller based aspects sexual love 
Mr. Cain superior craftsman even cannot give 
the stamp recommendation the moral contents 
his novels. The Butterfly has written story which, 
were judged solely from the entertainment angle 
Somerset Maugham would have do, would given 
high rating. Yet because its frank dealing with the 
subject incest hardly novel for the immature. 


Knopf. Jan. 27, 


Kady Tyler returned her father Jess after long 
tion caused her mother Belle who had run off with the 
banjo-playing Kentucky mountaineer Moke 
trast the God-fearing, conscientious and hard-working 
Jess, his daughter was girl pleasure who already had 
illegitimate boy, Danny, whom 
birthmark appeared. This mark proves similar 
one Moke Blue, thus casting doubt the fatherhood 
Wash Blount. The solution not attained until the 
shooting Moke Blue Jess, which also brings light 
the fact Kady’s true parentage, Moke and Belle. 
and large the conclusion one moral justice though 
Kady rewarded more than she deserves through 
riage with Wash. 


Despite its interesting style and generally moral ending 
think the value the work limited and should read 
for entertainment mature adults only. 


= 


Cogan, Sister Mary Paul. Sisters Maryknoll. 
Scribner. Jan. 13, 1947. 220p. $2.50. 


almost futile attempt describe this book 
give the words praise merits. Actually Sister Mary 
Paul (who may well come known the 
Pyle” the Maryknoll Sisters) the author since she 
has collected and collated the stories contained herein, 
supplying the tenuous thread continuity which binds 
them together, but broader sense, she must share 
authorship with the dozens women and some few men 
who not only wrote but lived through the experiences 
recounted. her then for the compilation, but more 
especially them who made possible their work 
and lives our praise and gratitude for this book. 
They were among the unknown heroes this late wat, 
those missioners who remained, matter course, 
their posts the face danger, imprisonment, 
and death—and they were bombed and strafed, 
prisoned, tortured and even killed. Their heroism was 
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numerous citations, both military and 
and the actual granting campaign ribbons 
them. They who had given much for 
Christ’s sake did not hesitate add the little they still 
possessed the sacrifice. 


This book which told the tale missionary sisters 
and priests, mostly Maryknollers, whose duty lay the 
path Japanese conquest. Not only did they refuse 
abandon that duty seek safety; they even managed 
carry under the most difficult conditions; with the 
American reconquest they began rebuild immediately 
and cheerfully the work destroyed war. The Foreign 
Mission Sisters Saint Dominic (an integral unit 
Maryknoll, the American missionary society) were sta- 
tioned the Philippines, Hong Kong and South China, 
When war and the Japanese 
came those areas many the missionaries were in- 
vile and filthy prison camps enemy nationals. 
There they remained until they were liberated (in few 
cases), exchanged rescued Los letters they 
tell their experiences, their privations, their trials 
and sufferings and consolations and these letters which 
Sister Mary Paul has used constructing her book. 
Many things stand out the experiences these mis- 
but this reviewer the most telling are the 
the uncomplaining cheerfulness with which 
privations were borne, the ardent love God which made 


their bearing possible, the way which the native sister- 


hood, few number, carried on, the love and respect 
the natives for the missionaries. 

These stories which Sister Mary Paul has gathered into 
Sisters Maryknoll are stories heroism and fortitude, 
cruelty and torture, humor and pathos, high 
spiritual courage and Christian charity. can 
humbly proud that our missionaries have borne them- 
well the faith; their example should cause 
redoubling our efforts assist their work. Various 
books are labelled reading; this book 
for American Catholics, book which all should read 
and from which all may learn. 


* 


Madison, Charles Critics and Crusaders. 

Charles Madison uses biographical sketches eighteen 
freedom” illustrate his point that the 
“quest for freedom has been basic characteristic the 
American people from the very beginning”. 

‘Freedom not,” says, simple static good. its 
noblest aspects reflects man’s loftiest aspirations; hypo- 
and knaves have sometimes flaunted their 
immediate gain; always the prize for which the sub- 
many join the powerful few 

Critics and Crusaders, Mr. Madison devotes back- 
chapter and three biographical sketches each 
what evidently considers the outstanding “radical” 
movements American history. discusses order 


the Abolitionists, the Utopians, the Anarchists, the Dis- 
Economists, the Militant Liberals, and the Socialists. 
outstanding exemplars these movements, chooses 
Abolitionists, William Lloyd Garrison, John Brown, and 
Wendell Phillips; Utopians, Margaret Fuller, Albert 
Brisbane, and Edward Bellamy; Anarchists, Henry 
David Thoreau, Benjamin Tucker, and Emma Gold- 


Madison Spring 
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man; Dissident Economists, Henry George, Brooks 
Adams, and Thorstein Veblen; Militant Liberals, John 
Peter Altgeld, Lincoln Steffens, and Randolph Bourne; 
and Socialists, Daniel Leon, Eugene Victor Debs, 


and John Reed. 


This reviewer hardly qualified comment upon the 
accuracy with which the author has sketched all his 
eighteen subjects. The studies, however, appear have 
been carefully done and they have about them much 
air objectivity could expected from one who 
obviously has kindly feeling for even the knaves among 
crusaders. 


noteworthy that section the book devoted 
religious “radicals”, such the late Monsignor John 
Ryan Father Coughlin. Certainly Dr. Ryan’s remark- 
able efforts have left their stamp our America fully 
indelibly the endeavors some Mr. Madison’s 
crusaders. for Father Coughlin, whether not one 
agreed with him, one must recognize that his influence 
for time was well-nigh unparalleled this nation’s his- 
tory. The omission section clergymen crusaders, 
least chapter one such crusader, seems serious 
defect. 


The best chapter Mr. Madison has given probably 
the last the book. calls Final Note”. ends 
with this paragraph: 


‘An examination the problem capital-labor relations 
leads, willy-nilly, the following alternatives: either big 
business will intelligent enough concede the loss 
its special privileges and seek satisfactory working rela- 
tionship with this seems present highly 
unlikely or, the failure industrial peace, the gov- 
ernment will forced take over and operate the basic 
industries Great Britain, France, and other countries 
are compelled the logic unavoidable events. 
Whether the latter solution will lead state socialism, 
modified fascism, liberal communism for the 
future determine.” 


suspect that few are pessimistic the eventual 
ability business, labor and government (representing 
consumers) work out satisfactory relationship. But 
Mr. Madison’s concluding words should suffice make 
all realize more clearly that the stakes are high and the 
road business-labor harmony not exactly smooth. Critics 
and Crusaders should interesting book for mature 
students economics and sociology. But would recom- 
mend the last chapter especially the members the 
Eightieth Congress. 

Bethesda, Maryland 


Spring, Howard. Dunkerley’s. Jan. 
$2.50. 

This second novel the trilogy which started 1944 
with Hard Facts carries the fortunes Daniel Dunker- 
ley, Manchester printer, present millionaire and 
knighted publisher over hundred popular magazines. 
The time the mid-1890’s. The place chiefly London, 
with interludes country house Sussex, little 
village North Wales, and deanery Somerset. 
The characters are largely identical with those the first 
novel, long-time and recent associates the publishing 


house known 


| 
| 
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addition Sir Daniel and his Lady, there Theodore 


Chrystal whose essential weakness character caused 
him ten years earlier abandon Elsie Dillworth. 
now headmaster successful boys’ school, ready step 
into the deanship King’s Mandeville his way 
becoming bishop forty. Adela Pinson having died, 
interested remarriage, and Sir Daniel’s niece 
conveniently hand with even larger fortune than 
his dead wife endowed him with. 


Present also Alec Dillworth whose discrimination has 
been strong factor the sale the Dunkerley maga- 
zines. His personal dreams literary stature have been 
sacrificed the Dunkerley altar surely his sister’s 
hopes musical career were ended forever her girl- 
hood affair with moment his life 
the one when realizes himself for what is, man 
cursed with aspirations that were little more than bubble- 
chasing when tried bring them down earth”. 


Three newcomers enter the scene: Hesba Lewison, born 
Hepsibah Lewissohn, young Jewish writer great 
promise, shrewdly signed Sir Daniel “coming 
woman”; Laurie Dunkerley, son and heir, who falls 
love with Hesba; and Isambard Phyfe, born plain Sam 
Fife, who has scrambled his way from the London 
slum which was reared become Sir Daniel’s secre- 
tary and familiar. help Elsie pick the broken 
pieces her life which Theo Chrystal scattered. 


The author expert storyteller and his new novel 
both entertaining and absorbing. plot simple and 
straight-forward, without major implications weighty 
theme. good deal space devoted Hesba’s and 
Phyfe’s earlier and both emerge cleancut and 
convincing. Less plausible young Laurie’s portion, just 
the delineation his personality more sketchy and 
obvious. plays tentative part, probably prepara- 
tion for larger role the third and future volume. 


Major emphasis goes Alec who realizes has sold his 
literary birthright for mess Dunkerley pottage and 
who hopes through Hesba reclaim his youthful ambi- 
tions. Here adultery and murder are used motivating 
forces: the former release Alec from his inhibitions 
and the latter free him and Elsie their brutal father. 
The fact that Alec involuntarily destroys himself the 
final desperate incident hardly adequate moral counter- 
weight the deliberate, lengthy planning has engaged 
bring about his father’s death. For both reasons, the 
book would probably restricted adult readers spite 


its engaging story qualities. 
Helen Butler, 


Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Krause, Herbert. The Thresher. 
Jan. 1947. 547p. $3.00. 


That the field Americana still rich possibilities for 
the novelist proven The Thresher, competent por- 
traiture Minnesota wheat-raising community during 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Johnny 
Schwartz was intended his guardian aunt for the 
ministry which the “hell and damnation” schoolteacher- 
minister was hardly the best example. His love ma- 
chinery and the soil led him threshing, done first 
with horse-drawn power, then steam and finally 


Bobbs-Merrill. 


Krause Anderson 


Best SELLER 


the gasoline tractor. The descriptions the technique 
threshing are most complete, sometimes too much fo; 
the ordinary reader, yet contributing the realism the 
background. 


The Thresher book filled with real characters. 
are set types. Each character advances declines 
stature according his her actions that 
death can almost foretold. The elements com. 
munity life are well sketched: there are the Saturday night 
dances, the love affairs, the country school, baptism ang 
marriage and burial, religious revivals and fights among 
rival threshing teams. the economic side there the 
gradual emergence co-operation and the introduction 
diversified farming. The religious psychology the 
community well developed. Adults will find 


superior bit writing that more than entertainment, 


Anderson, Maxwell. Joan Lorraine. Anderson 
House, Washington, Jan. 1947. 138p. $2.50, 


Joan Lorraine, Maxwell Anderson’s twenty-second play, 
earnest, pedestrian effort which seems unlikely 
add anything appreciable either our estimation 
Anderson our understanding Saint Joan. 
see why playwright would tempted treat the 
Joan Arc material when must follow close upon 
the heels Bernard Shaw, whose “Saint already 
modern classic. The one valid excuse would be, 
course, that had new concept Joan, one that would 
give fresh illumination the whole story. This, most 
emphatically, not Mr. Anderson’s excuse. His version 
the story the very familiar one and his Joan simply 
standard although considerably less 
usual. 


was very probably effort compensate for this 
integral lack freshness, that Mr. Anderson decided 
superimpose the “rehearsal” device his Joan story. 
stands now, the whole thing takes piace bare stage 
where some actors are rehearsing play about Saint 
Thus have, well the Joan material, series 
rehearsal scenes which are devoted mostly protracted 
argument between the Director, Jimmy Masters, and the 
leading lady, Mary Grey. Miss Grey, who must surely 
the most maddening actress author ever had deal 
with, has her own ideas the character Saint Joan. 
And, since the author’s interpretation does not tally with 
her’s, she threatens leave the show unless the necessary 
revisions are made. trying placate the actress and 
defend the author’s position, the Director does great 
deal talking which leads him into some curious 
versational bypaths. guess democracy religion,” 
says one point, believe democracy, and 
lieve the theatre the temple democracy. demo 
cratic society needs church without creed—where 
body allowed talk long can hold his audi 
ence—and that’s what the theatre is.” This, 
tion, seems mean just nothing all. And yet, 
Anderson’s ponderous tone (and the fact that these 
tences are reprinted the dust jacket) would seem 
indicate that really serious about the whole idea. 


From the Catholic viewpoint, there probably nothing 
objectionable the present treatment the 
though, his anxiety make Joan appear 
Anderson does contrive, occasionally, make her seem 
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The other characters, too, have tend- 
ency break out into that peculiarly Anderson brand 
beautiful prose”. “Maybe I’m fool,” one them 
“for there either brightness your face—or 
dazzles eyes.” Either something dazzles 
eyes this level expression more commonly asso- 
with high school Christmas plays. writing 
which, for the lack more approximate term, might 
call “sticky”. The rehearsal scenes, although they have 
considerably more vitality than the “Joan” scenes, simply 
the total picture since the struggle between the 
Director and the actress never adequately integrated 
into the whole play. 


conclusion, then, Joan Lorraine example 
playwriting which, final effect, neither 
good Bernard Shaw. 
Jean Kerr, 
Washington, 


* 


Delaney, John P., Him Was Life. 
Press. Dec. 10, 1946. 179p. $2.75. 


St. Paul insisted, “Put the Lord Jesus Christ.” Con- 
vinced that put the new man that Christ means 
live the sacrificial life the Mass, Father Delaney offers 
tions following the “roadway the Mass” oneness 
and union with God. 


America 


Him Was Life contains fifty-eight the Gospel com- 
mentaries which appeared during 1944-45 the weekly 
“The Word”, contributed America Father 
Delaney while was associate editor that periodical. 
Hoping deepen his readers’ love and appreciation the 
Mass and stimulate them stronger determination 
its more careful study, the author the topic 
each short essay the Introit the Sunday Mass. “The 
Introit is, after all, the ‘theme song’ the day’s 
thus, when considered thoughtfully, can also the 
“theme song” each individual’s daily living. note 
joyous confidence the goodness, wisdom, and mercy 
God sounds insistently throughout the entire book. 
‘Being follower Christ not the easiest thing the 
world,” writes the commentator, “but should the 
most secure and, because very secure, very joyful 

Witnessing, like its predecessor and companion volume, 
Offer Thee, the author’s power putting great 
and principles into simple, graphic words, Him 
Was Life assists the reader develop clearer under- 
standing the relation each large and small event 
life his personal participation the Holy Sacrifice 


the Mass. 
Elizabeth Barham, 
Reference Department, 
Catholic University America Library 


Lochemes, Sr. Frederick. Saw South America. 
Dec. 1946. 308p. $3.00. 


This travelog gives account the journey two Fran- 
nuns, Sr. Frederick Lochemes and Sr. Patrice 
McNamara, both Milwaukee, through every country 
The trip began March 1944, and 


Bruce. 


South America. 


Delaney Lochemes Hicks 
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ended slightly more than year later March 20, 1945. 
Its purpose thus explained the preface: “Various 
educators different times had discussed the lack 
Latin American geographies, readers, 
and supplementary classroom material with Dr. Edmund 
Goebbel, superintendent schools the archdiocese 
Milwaukee. His keen interest the subject impressed 
Mother Bartholomew, our Superior General, with the 
opportunities some such project, and forthwith she 
delegated engage the work. was decided tour 
the other American republics would greatly ad- 
vantageous.” 


The present book not the final result the project, but 
pleasant by-product, being the diary kept Sister 
Frederick during the entire trip. Judging from this pre- 
liminary sketch, the sisters are excellent position 
give the much needed popular readers for school use 
various phases Latin America. Their itinerary 
roughly followed the sea coasts the continent all the 
way around with numerous tours inland. They were 
well armed with letters introduction, which secured 
them welcome officials and dignitaries every im- 
portant city. Schools, industrial centers, famed shrines 
and churches, government buildings, and scenic spots were 
all included their visiting list. Everywhere they 
gathered photos, bibliographies, and points view 
conversation our Latin neighbors. Names persons, 
places, and events are abundant make the work 
perhaps dry the younger reader, except for reference; 
the other hand, teachers and those more familiar with 
Latin America should find full interest. Members 
religious orders will undoubtedly enjoy it. Many full 
page photographs are included. particularly 
the Catholic schools, should look forward with keen 
interest future popular readers South America 
these two nuns, who are well qualified for the work. 


Dom Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Hicks, Granville. Small Town. 
26, 1946. 276p. $3.00. 


This fairly detailed report the social, economic, and 
intellectual life real small town upstate New York; 
the study can hardly said give adequate attention 
the religious life the community, but perhaps this 
because there very little such life chronicle; the 
Catholic church the village has priest only during 
the summer months, and gets but passing mention from 
the author. Besides his consideration the town and its 
rather depressing life (from the standpoint one who 
careful point out that professional 
Mr. Hicks also offers reflections the current American 
educational scene, and world politics. 


Macmillan. Nov. 


For the Catholic reader, the book would seem worth 
reading, only because points out him how well 
furnishes the answers many the questions that 
plague the “intellectuals” today’s world. Mr. Hicks’ 
approach these problems not irreligious, but dis- 
tressingly unreligious (which another thing), and one 
constantly being irritated the way which seems 
that the right answers are about pointed out; but 


£ 
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then the confused “intellectual” confesses that simply 
doesn’t know them. 


The author feels, for instance, that one ought approach 
study small town life through search for 
and feels that the right values are found only 
this form living—but can only distressed 
learning that ultimately his scheme values (and that 
his small-towners) reduces itself simple self-interest; 
and this when the obvious answer the question ideal 
community motivation charity, based communally- 
shared love God. with his educational schemes: 
Mr. Hicks would have children trained take their place 
something called “the larger for countless 
years the teaching priests, sisters and brothers our 
Catholic schools have been pointing the way the largest 
society all—Christ’s Mystical Body. Hicks’ suggestion 
that community success lies the development more 
small corporate societies ought give Catholics source 
fruitful thought the great possibilities the parish 
such 


Throughout the whole book, the Catholic will find him- 
self saying, “But Catholicism already offers good solution 
which may more fruitful reaction, “The 
Catholic element community could answer this 
question, all worked, not small-towners big-city 
people, but members the Abiding City, whose builder 


and maker God”. 
Dom Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Sturzo, Don Luigi. Nationalism and Internationalism. 
Roy. Nov. 22, 1946. viii, 308p. $3.50. 


the long list books that has already published 
Don Sturzo adds this important and distinguished volume. 
defines its dominant thought follows: “the influence 
morality politics, and the duty subordinate politics 
morality. Political science autonomous and has its 
laws and notions value; politics subject moral laws, 
because man his free activity subject moral laws, 
and also because the aims justice, 
liberty, essentially vivified morality” (pp. 
vii, viii). developing and illustrating this dominant 
thought, discusses the following general subjects: nation 
and nationalism; the Roman question before and after 
Fascism; Fascism after Mussolini; Christian democracy; 
the state, the unions, and labor parties; modern wars; 
empires and imperialism; internationalism; and the post- 
war internationalism crisis. 


each these subjects Don Sturzo brings wealth 
specialized knowledge, comprehensive view things, 
grasp principles well facts, shrewd and pene- 
trating insight into the way thought and action those 
ence judgment, and ability express himself 
way that once authoritative and persuasive. Some 
these things may illustrated. “Only the fear an- 
other war can bend the United States renewal 
appeasement, Fear alone, however, cannot restore 
the world more normal ways” (p. 173). “Man has fed 
himself and will continue feed himself utopias 
means evasion, more less euphoric, from reality” 
(p. 216). “It wonder that Stalin should use the 


Sturzo Index 


same technique Hitler’s, that should maintain 
totalitarian regime without hope attenuation, that 
holds peoples subjected tyranny, that vexes the 
quered countries satellites, exploiting their economy 
and dilapidating their industrial plants and economic re. 
sources; deporting masses population from one 
another, persecuting political refugees 
frightening vacuum the center Europe. The wonder 
the other side, that the Anglo-Americans can look 
this disastrous post-war scene not only impotently 
but even co-operate directly and indirectly consent. 


ing the pressing requests Moscow, else making 


themselves impotent resist them through political jp. 
capacity and diplomatic lack foresight” (pp. 247-8), 


Don Sturzo’s final conclusion that “Those who believe 


that war between America and Russia inevitable, with 


all other nations standing one the other side, 
opinion are prophets catastrophe. Many times have 
said these pages that nowadays Third World War 
neither probable nor possible foresee. new 
collective consciousness must forged overcome na- 
tionalistic prejudices and particularistic interests, accepting 
the limitations imposed the international order 
enjoy its benefits, the conviction that within the new 
structure individual nations will find right place, 
ganically useful, just today within the national 
work, the cities, the provinces and the localities, which 
the now-forgotten past were causes turbulence and war, 
have their place” (pp. 307-8). 


contemporary writers his chosen field Don Sturzo 
unique and preeminent. other writer has his 
edge, his background, his experience, and his abilities 
mind and heart. Despite his great career, his work 
thinker and writer not yet sufficiently known and 
Perhaps that more peaceful time for which hopes 
and works, Don Sturzo’s life and writings will studied 
ever more widely for the lessons that they hold for future 
ages well for our own. 


John Ryan, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 
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